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S0 forth, but an agent in place is worth a great deal more.

This then became my assignment, was to convince him to
stay in place and to report to us.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall what kind of proposals he may
have made or prospects he may have raised ahout operations
éhat would have been significant enough to merit his staying
inside Cuba instead of defescting?

Mr.. Weatherby. Well, he wanted to ove;thrﬁw Castro, he
wanted to change the regime, or at the very least bring Castro
around to his concept of the revolution.

Mr. Baron. Did he ever mention that as a realistic
possibility, bringing Castro around to his concept?

Mr. Weatherby. Not really. He discussed it, but I don't
think’ he really belisved it.

Mr. Barom. And how likely did he feal at the time +the
prospecﬁ was of'leading 8 widespread coup against Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. You kﬁow, I don't think he evan thought
that far. He was -- it was interesting. He was mercurial
at times, thoughtful, and methodical in turn. He had a great
many things evolving in his mind, none of which were practical,
none of which he could tie down. One of the interesting parts
of meeting him was to attempt to sort out what the man really
wanted and what he wanted to do, what he could do, and possibly

whaﬁ his friands could do. And this was thas thrust of +h=

. balance of the tima that I was with him.
Po02448 Page 41
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ks

Mr. Baron. Do you recall his expressing such a vehement
intention to overthrow, Castro that it involved a willingness
to kill Castro if the opportunity arose?

Mr. Weatherby. He mentioned, or he talked about this in
genaralities, but my impression was that it was a manifestation
of-intensity of feeling rather than really ever doing anything

to that degreaa.

Mr. Baron. 'But he did in one way or other<discuss his

willingnass to do something like assassinate Castro?

P202448 Page 42
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Weatherby
8/1/75
o
('*egz 14 Mr. Weatherby. He never used that term. He didn't. like
g
= o it.
& .
o 3 Mr. Baron. The term "assassinate"?
2 4 Mr. Weatherby. Yes.
5 Mr. Baron. What terms would he use?
6 Mr. Weatherby. "Eliminate."
oy Mr. Baron. Or other euphemisms that clearly had the
8 same import? -
9 Mr. Weatherby. I like to think he meant to get rid of

10 in one way or another, either exile or in a coup in which
11 obviously blood will be shed on both sides.

12 Mr. Baron. Was it not clear that whether or not he at

T

13 that time had a specific plan or a specific intention to

WARD & PALIL

14 proceed to eliminate Castro by taking his life, he was interestdqd
15 in the prospect of having support for such an operation if
16 it could be mounted?

17 Mr. Weatherby. He was interested in,‘as he put it, and

18 again we .are talking over 13 vears, in getting rid of the man's

regime, and he didn't limit himself to any particular method,

o 19
§ 20 nor did he dwell on assassination as such.
g 21 Mr. Baron. But was assassination, though perhaps mentioned|
§ 05 by other names, one means that was gcceptable to him of
- % 03 getting rid of Castro?
C‘ % o4 Mr. Weatherby. I never took him seriously. I think in
g o5 || @ fire-fight, in other words, if you are storming the palace

WY 50835 Docld: 52202448 Fage 43
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(i.hgz 1 and the man loses his life, so be it. I mean, I might lose
é 2 mine was his attitude. .
% 3 Mr. Baron. Whether or not you took him seriously, was
; 4 hé meaning the prospect of assassinating Castro --
0 Mr. Weatherby. I think —--
6 Mr. Baron. Or the desirability to assassinate Castro?
7 Mr. Weatherby. To eliminate him in theory, I think, or
8 he might have discussed it. T don't reéall ;odé§ precisely
9 the exact terms or the exact sericusness of the man to do an
10 act like that.
11 Mr. Baron. But the way that you recall that series.of
(“m' J 12 meetings, is it likely that he did express the desirability
"
E 131 of eliminating Castro by assassination?
&
: 14 Mr. Weatherby. I think as a possibility, not as a
15 desirability.
16 Mr. Bayly .“ Perhaps you have been asked this, but I
17 | would like to ask you myself if you have not been to offer what
18 you understand to be the meaning of the term "assassinate," or
m 19 i "agsassination"? ’
8
g 20 Mr. Weatherby. I'm sorry. Would you --
g 21 Mr. Bayly. . what is the meaning, what is your interpretation
g 22 | of it, or what do you understand the term "assassinate" to
uj
(Hm g 23 || mean?
| g 24 Mr. Weatherby. Well, I take that to mean deliberate taking
Hw:mgﬁﬁ pobraibofisene ' padd ia with the intent --
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Mr. Bayly.. Well, is it --

Mr. Baron. Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

Senator Morgan. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony
you have given this afternoon to this Committee and the
testimony that you will give is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Weatherby. I do, sir.

Senator Morgan. I will sit in for a little while, if
you'don‘t mind.

Mr. Baron. Off the record.

{Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Bayly . I had oﬁe question pending, Senator.

Mr. Baron. Mr. Weatherby, isn't it true that we have
been talking for awhile ﬁow using your .alias, Weatherby, and
that we have an agreement that we mentioned before that four
true identity will be on file at the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. &nd I would like to introduce.as Weatherby.

- Exhibit 1 a statement regarding testimony in alias and ask you
if this is an accurate staﬁement of your true identity?
{The document referred to was
marked Weatherby Exhibit No. 1

for identification.)

32202448 Page 45
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O DI
“~15§ 4 Mr. Weatherby. It is, sir.
8 2
§ Mr-. Baron. And you have signed that statement and I have
S S ,
e signed it as a witness, is that correct?
Q
& 4
Mr. Weatherby. That is correct, sir.
5
Mr. Baron. And it is your understanding that we will
A .
attach this statement as an exhibit to your transcript in
f?
sanitized form, leaving out your true identity?
8 - -
Mr. Weatherby. That is my understanding, sir.
9
Mr. Baron. Is it also true that all of the answers to
10
questions that you have given up until this ‘point in our
11 - ‘ :
examination are true to the best of your knowledge, and
12
é you are willing to swear to the truth under ocath now?
p 13 _
a Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely, sir.
: 14
.Mr. Baron. Thank you.
15 . .
Why don't you proceed with your gquestion?
16 '
Mr. Bayly . You have already dealt with the matter of
17
counsel?.
l8
Mr. Baron. We have.
o 19 A
s You understand now that you are under ocath and you still
8 20
b " have the right to counsel and can stop at any point to reguest
g 21
2 counsel if you desire?
'y
2 22 .
3 Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
: 23 o
§ Mr. Baron. And you are voluntarily appearing here today
a
% 24
o without counsel?
[=]
T 25 . .
HW¥ 50955 DocId{32202448Mrpagddeadherby. That is correct, sir.
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Mr., Baron. And you understand that your Fifth Amendment
rights are intact before this Committee?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Bayly.. My question, sir, if you recall is what you
understood assassination to mean, the term?

Mr. Weatherby. I said the deliberate taking of another
man's life.

[

Mr. Bayly . Well, then, how would you distfﬁguish it from

nurder?
Mr. Weatherby. Usually it has a political connotation.
Mr. Bayly.. In other words, it is a singling out of
a political leader for a political purpose?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, with the intent of eliminating that
particular person.
Mr. Bavly.. So as to alter or effect a political change?
Mr. Weatherby. Possibly. Maybe vengeance. It could
be a number of reasons.
Mr. Bayly.. "But it is the purpose in the act, is that
not correct, I mean shooting Mr. Castro? To steal his wallet
" or avenge yourself 6n him because of some suspected adultery
is not really the same thing, is it?
Mr. Weatherby. No. I think you are describing murder
perhaps more closely there. I am not a lawyer, sir, so I

cannot get into these fine points.

;

52202448MPagBagfly . The reason I ask you these questions is so tha

t
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( g 1 .
- 4sB 6 the Committee would have a better understanding of what went
§ 2
; ' through your mind when you spoke about, for instance, AMLASH.
g 3
g What did you understand him to mean when he used the term
& q
assassination when an infrequent --
5
Mr. Weatherbhy. He didn't use the term, as I recall.
6
Mr. Bayly.. He never did.
7 .
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir. He abhorred that and preferred,
8 -
as I believe I said, and I think I recall whethéf it was
9.
eliminate or to get rid of.
10 : - .
Mr. Bayly.. And did you yourself in your dealing with him
11 .
ever use the word "assassinate"?
(. 12 _ _
. 2 Mr. Weatherby. I discussed that with him when I was trying
p 13 _ |
a to find out what he meant.
: 14
. Mr. Bayly.. And did you explain to him what you meant?
15
Mr ., Weatherby. He knew. I mean, I think it may have been
16 ) '
a question of languages or a guestion of semantics at the time,
17
but I think he understood that.
13 . .
Mr. Bayly.. Did you ever use the word "kill"?
m 19 .
g Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall, sir. It has been 13 vyears)|
L=] .
b 20 . . ‘
a Mr. Bayly.. I understand that. How about the word
5 21 -
g "murder" or any similar word?
3 22 .
5 Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
I 23 .
(- ] Mr. Bayidy:. - So your understanding of those terms is
~ @&
] 24 : '
i drawn from the sense of what occurred rather than from the
o
< 25 .
H¥ 50955 DocIldip23i2agssaeabanguage used?
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(““ % 1 Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
e
- g 2 Mr. Bayly.. Thank you. That's all I have.
&
g 3 Mr. Kelley. Did y;u speak through an interpreter with
E 4 AMLASH?
5 Mr. Weatherby. Sometimes yes, sbmetimes no. He had
6 limited English,
7 Mr. Kelley. Do you speak Spanish?
8 Mr. Weatherby. I do not. _
9 Mr. Kelley. And he had limited English?
10 Mr. Weatherby. Correct, sir. |
11 Mr. Kelley. Who would serve as the interpreter in
. 12 Helsinki?
(o 3
. 13 Mr. Weatherby. AMWHIP did.
g 14. Mr. Barén. Mr. Weatherby, I would like to show you a

15  piecé of paper that we will mark Weatherby Exhibit 2, which

is an excerpt from the I.G. report that includes remarks said

16
17 to have been in yvour contact report of youf first meeting with
18 AMLASH during the period of July 30 to August 6, 1962.
19 (The document referred to
o
<
S 50 was marked Weatherby
s
a
i 21 Exhibit No. 2 for
3 o5 identification.)
S e
| =
13 24
z
a
w 25
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{Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. Does this document refresh your recollection
enough so that you recall whether or not you wrote it or
whether you wrote those éxcerpts?

Mr. Weatherby. If it came from the file, sir, I am
sure I did.

Mr. Baron. And do you have any independent recollection
of writing this document or of the events réﬁeréed‘to in 1t?

Mr . Weatherby. I don't have a personal recollection of

these subjects in a discussion with him until I have seen

the paper again.

Mr. Baron. Now that you are looking at this excerpt
from your contact report, do you recall thap AMLASH felt that
he wpuld be interested in returning to Cuba and in risking his
life by doing so, "if he could be given a really large ?art
to play"? —

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall --

Mr. Weatherby. May I interrupt, sir?

Mr. Baron. Yes.

Mr. Weatherby. I don't remember the precise langauge,
but the thought, I certainly, I certainly do.

Mr. Baron. And do you recall AMLASH expressing generally

to you the feeling that "he wanted to plan the execution of

oL EeS Rodg%guez { a top ranking Castro subordinate)} and the

Page
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Scoviet Ambassador, and also to eliminate Fidel by execution,
if necessary." .
) Do you recall his expressing that feeling to you?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall today his expressing the
feeling in the words in the exhibit, However, I believe that
that rePresents at least a portion of his thoughts at the time,
only as an idea or an expression of the degree to which he
felt he wanted to do something and was tctaiiy f?ustrated in
doing it. I mean, just look at the large 1list he has, and --

Mr. Baron. What large list are you referring to?

Mr. Weatherby. The one there in which he talks about
Rodriguez and the Ambassador and Fidel. I mean there is
no -- as I say, I believe that represented a feeling he had
tﬁat,he has to get rid of these people in some manner.

Mr. Baron. Do you really characterize this list of three
people that appear to be carefully selected as a large list
of targets, or doesn't it appear to be, as I said, a fairly
careful selection of key people whose elimination would
seriously affect the stability of the Cuban goﬁernment?

Mr. Weatherby. HNo, I don't feel that way. If I may digreqd
a little for the record, I think if 1s an expression of his
frustration simply because it isn't a diabolical scheme the

man is talking about if, in fact, he talked about these people

because he's probably upset with the Soviets there. Therefore,

szhezastspagedsof the Soviet Ambassador. Well, they put a new

4]
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one in, and that doesn't do anything to the stability there.
And if you get rid of Cdrlos Rodriguez, Rodriquez didn't have

a great following of hi; own, he was somebody that was probably
a principal that came to his mind and, of‘course; Fidel as-
the head of‘state represents something to him that he would
like to have changed.

In other words, I'm trying to say that when you deal with
a man like this and you have not met him very mggh, you have
to let the man express himself, you have go; to find out
by questioning what he really means, what}s really bothering
him, what does he really want to do. Does he have épy plans,
how deep is his thinking, is he just an emotioﬁal type?

Mr. Baron. But isn't it significant in some way that --

'strike that.

Wouldn't his desire to plan the execution of Fidel Castro
have appeaied‘tc”you at that time significant in light of the
fact that you included it in your contact-report?

Mr. Weatherby. His statement there represents to me again
as I have said befqre, the degree of emotion that he felt
about the problem in Cuba and the Cuban situation politically
as it turned out. A contact report, which is a piece of paper
basically to refresh the case officer's mind about what took
place, I wouldn't, I wouldn't read into it too much.

Mr. Baron. MNonetheless, didn't you see his expression of

this desire to eliminate Fidel by execution, if necessary,

2202448 Page 52




|
| mad

N
)
=

Phone {Area 202} 544-6000

i
&
WARD & PAUL

410 First Street, S.E., Washingten, D.C. 20003

HW 50935

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
Docld

50

TOP SECRET

significant enough so that there should be some record of it?

Mr. Weatherby. I thought that it certainly should be
a matter of record to indicate his degree of concern, certainly.
And it also became a point for me to dissuade him of at that
time.

Mr. Baron. 1In the same contact report you indicated that
you were "making no commitments or plans," but that you were
pointing out to AMLASH "that schemes like hewenvféions certéinly
had their place, but that a lot of coordination, planning,
information collection, etcetera were necessary prereqguisites
to ensure the value and success of such plans.”

Doesn't that indicate that his mention of eliminating
Fidel and other key figures in Cuba at that time were at least
considered by you to have had a place in future'contaéts with
AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not, in that éase. Wbat you
have.got to do with a man like this who may havelﬁgoughts of
that intensity, or even register thoughts of that.intensity
is not disabuse him immediately of his thinking because if
I want him for something else I can't make a -~ I would be —-
it would be poor planning to alienate the man right away if
I immediately turn off the idea he has. . And this is all in
one meeting, don't forget, as best as I ¥ecall. I have got

to attempt to blunt that and eventually change his thinking,

soangdigpouPapéstzdon't go off. And if he was going to do something
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like that it takes, if someone is going to do anything it
takes coordination and planning and etcetera. And you have
got to gradually take the man from an intense thought and
perhaps mold it inte something that can work, or something
that is acceptable.

In other words, I wouldﬁ’t.

Mr. Baron. Doesn't the language here, though, indicate

that although you may have wanted to mold hié deSires into a

Castro by execution, if necessary, wasn't something that was
rejected out of hand, that' it might be something that you
would want to work into a uséble plan.

Mr. Weatherby. Weil, I think we are a little out of
context by looking at just this excerpt. I think you have to
look at Castro to see how it develops and what is said in a
few vords in a c;ntact report, which is not verbatim, you
would acknowledge should not be taken absolutely literally.

Mr ., Baron. You have mentioned that these events were
a long time ago.

Mr. Weatherby. Uh huh.

Mr. Baron. And that your recollection is not crystal
clear about them.

Do you have a very clear recollection of the context in

which this contact report was written?

u202443M%aggq@therby. No, I don't remember every, you know

workable plan, the fact that he had mentioned desire: to eliminat

e




ot
L

Phone (Area 202) 548-6000

Rt

WARD & PAUL

o
T,

410 First Street, 5.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

WY 50335

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DocXd:

Wi JEWEIl

every point of conversation and every place we visited during
this period of time. |

Mr. Baron. Do youhrecall with great clarity what you
may have said in response to AMLASH when he expressed this
desire to assassinate Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. I would not remember verbatim what I
had said 13 years ago,.sir.

Mr. Baron. What would the purpose of a.contact report
have bheen?

Mr. Weatherby. Contact or contact repcerts in general,
sir?

Mr. Baron. Yes.

Mr. Weatherby. Contact reports are reports produced
by.operations officers for the record to remind them of what
transpired at some future date and for other officers who
may assume a case in the future, so that memorandum for the
record is what it is.

Mr. Baron. To whom would a contact repért be submitted?

Mr. Weatherby. Dependiﬁg on it, depending on the nature
of the case and the level of the officer, it would.probably
go to his immediate superior, or could remain in the file.

Mr. Baron. tould your contact reports on your meetings
in lelsinki have been reviewed by Mr. Maurelius?

Mr. Weatherby. I would hope they would have been when I

got back from the trip. These are not transmitted electrically

FE?[IEMLB Page 55 =D CE/,DET
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as you may know. These are hand-written or type-written and
entered in the file as a matter or record.

Mr. Baron. Would they have been reviewed by William
Harvey?

Mr. Weatherby. I doubt --

Mr. Baron. Or his deputy?

Mr. Weatherhy. I doubt that.

Mr. Baron. And Harvey was Chief of Taé% Force W at that
time.

Is that correct?

Mr. Wéatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall relaying to Mr. Maurelius
or to William larvey or his Deputy at this time aﬁy sense
of the importance of these sentiments that AMLASH had expressed
to you in Helsinki upon your return from that trip?

Mr. Weatherby. I am sure I did. I don't recall pfecisely,
but I do recall a cable which I wrote in which I expressed
some concern about the man's mercurial temperément and
disposition, and then asked for, I believe, a.Spanish—speaking
case officer because I thought that that would be -- there
was more accufacy to be relayed in comﬁunicating than communi-
cating directly with someone.

Mr. Baron. And so you asked for a Spanish-speaking case

officer to take over the operation'from you?

32202448 MageWB@therby. No. I asked for his assistance.
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S 1 -
(_ s@ 15 Mr. Baron. Did you receive that assistance?
g 2
N Mr. Weatherby. I did.
g S
g Mr. Baron. And was that the man who testified here the
& 4
other day?
5
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir. ©Oh --
6
Mr. Baron. Under the alias of Garmeyer, being referred
7
to generally as AMLASH case officer?
8 .
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir. That was another gentleman whom
9
I met in Paris.
10
Mr. Baron. And what was his name, or was he the Spanish-
11
speaking case officer
{ - 12 ‘ . .
N Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir. I believe you have that in the
a 13
e excerpt there.
3 14 : : .
~Mr. Baron. Whose name is mentioned in the I.G. report?
15
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, correct, sir.
16 " . :
Mr. Baron. As a participant in meetings that you held
17 . .
with AMLASH and Tepedino in Paris in mid-August of *62?
18 . )
Mr. Weatherby. That would be correct, sir.
- 19 . .
§ Mr. Baron. You did return to headquarters in Langley
J 20 L
o from your meeting in Helsinki.
s 21
€ Is that correct?
g 22 . . .
g Mr. Weatherby. No. I went directly to Paris. I did
”'3 23 |
{' § not directly. I went through Stockholm and I believe Copenhagen
. @
3 24 .
i and then down to Paris.
[=]
< 25 , , .
WW 50955 DocIdl32202148" EpagRaFPn . Did you communicate to headgquarters anything
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other than the mercurial temperament of AMLASH, anything else
in relation to your meetings with him in Helsinki?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't remember precisely, but I would
have sent some type electrical transmission summarizing the
meeting and how it went, and ény-problems of security that
might have occurred, and probably some initial impressions.

Mr. Baron. Aand that would be a cable that we should find
in the AMLASH file? S o=

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall meeting with AMLASH in.
Copenhagen around August 10 or 11, 1962, for further discussions
with him?

Mr. Weatherby. I met him at appfoximately that date.

'Mr. Baron. Do you recall what transpired in those
discussions?

Mr. Weathergy. I do noé, sir, but I would think nothing
of great substance.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall any discussions involving the
word "assassination"?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not, sir. That's in Copenhagen?

Mr. Baron. Correct. Was Carlos‘fepedino present at that
meeting?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, he should have been.

Mr. Baron. I am showing to you now a document marked

zﬂﬁgg@eggﬁagﬁhibit 3, which refers to a contact report that you




L
i %

o

Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

=
~J

WARD & PAUL

4140 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

HY 50335

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
DocId

TOP SECRET

wrote on your meeting in Copenhagen on August 10 and 11,
and it is excerpted from the I.G. report at page 58.
| {The document referred to
was marked Weatherby Exhibit

No. 3 for identification.)

32202448 Page 59
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{Pause)

Mr. Weatherby. Okay, I read it.

Mr. Baron. Does this document refresh your recollection
about the substance of your meeting with AMIASH in Copenhagen?

Mr. Weatherby. It is not enough to refresh my recollection
of the meeting in Copenhagen per se, but I think in earlier
testimony I discussed the use of the term in talking to him,
"assassinate,” and indicated that he waé oppéseé:to a term
of that natufe.

I think it would show that I perhaps was not sure where
that particular discussion took place, Stockholm or Copenhagen
or in Helsinki;

Mr. Ba:oh. In referring to the portion of this excerpt
from. your contact report that says "We used the term 'assassinat
The use of this term we later learned from Tepedino and from
AMLASH himseif was most objecticonable to the latter, and
he was visibly upset. It was not the act he objected to,
but rather merely the choice of the word used to describe it.
'"Eliminate' was acéeptablé."

Does that generally desribe your recollection of AMLASH's
attitudeltoward the use of the word “asséssinate"?

Mr. Weatherby. To the best of my recollection, ves.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall reporting directly to anyone

in Task Force W about AMLASH's attitude toward assassination?

B2202448MPadietherby. I think, I don't recall it precisely, sir,
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but ¥ would wager I must have.

Mr. Baron. Do you-recall a subseQuent meeting in Paris
between yourself and AMLASH and AMLASH and Tepedino and
a Spanish-speaking case afficer from Madrid?

Mr. Weatherby. fes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall this involved actually a series

of meetings between August 24th and August 23, 1962, as

indicated by the I.G. report?
Mr. Weatherby. That's correct.
Mr. Baron. Was AMLASH given secret writing training
and issued secret writing supplies shortly after that meeting?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Was he also taken to the south of France for
a demclition demonstration?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Why was this done?
Mr. Weatherby. That was done to show him we were willing
to qive consideration to his desire for some sért of support

from us if he went back and undertook to establish a net, if

*you will, of dissidents.

Mr. Baron. Was this training more than a mere gesture

of support,lbut actuaily intended as preparation for AMLASH

to enable him to perform an operation inside Cuba?

Mr. Weatherby. Quite-to the contrary, sir. It was given

ot aiam ARl Ve1to assuage him to the degree that we could. 1In
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the use of explosives it takes a great deal of knowledge, and
as I recall he prépared~one small charge himself, which does
not entitle a man to do anything, and was allowed to set it
off. And the several charges which, if I recall correctly,
we demonstrated to him were done by a technician who was
accomplished in the use of explosives. But he was, he could

not possibly have used that, at least safely, had he returned

-2

to Cuba, because that was not the intent.

Mr. Baron. Was there any intention of assessing his
suitability for performing operations of this sort during
this period of time?

Mr. Weatherby. ©No, sir, not in the use of explosives.

Mr. Baron. So it was merely a gesture of support for
him and a means of encouraging him to return to Cuba and
continue with other operations?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. What was his primary mission as far as wou
were concerned at that point?

Mr. Weatherby. His mission primarily was to go back and

 report to us any ability he'might have to get into contact

with his old friends from the D.R. movement or other dissidents
to Castro and attempt to unite them and to build some sort of
a workable net with them. We also wanted any kind of general

information that we could get which would constitute intelligenc

sddpb@rmaginn ¢for us.
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Mr. Baron. Was it clear to you at that time that AMILASH
had direct personal access to Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. He had direct personal access to him as
far as we knew in the company of others.

Mr. Baron. Did he clearly have no access to Castro in
any one-on-one setting?

Mr. Weatherby. I have no idea of that, sir. I might say
that Castro was constantly surrounded by anréntoﬁrage and
you would have to be awfully friendly with Castro to ever get
into that situation with him.

Mr. Baron. It was true, though, was it not, that AMLASH
was personally friendly with Castro and had a long history
of personal relationship with him?

"Mr. Weatherby. He was no longer friendly with him since
his movement was eased out of control of Cuba. They had
a relationship probabkly as cne conspirator'against Batis;a
to another. He had a degree of accessability and was still,
I am sure, held in some respect by Castro, but the degree
of friendship, I don't think you could say it was very deep.

Mr. Baron. ﬁo you recall anything that occurred in
these meetings in mid-August in Paris that would have contributg
further to the belief that AMLASH had a propensity toc carry
out an assassination mission?

I3

Mr. Weatherby. He may have discussed it again. I don't

sodiRGad Ll pReghsely there. To the best of my recollection, he

d
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still maintained an intensity of feelings against the Castro
regime, but we had hoped by that time that he was prepared to
go back and become a reporting asset and perhaps an organizer
of a collection of an INTEL network and not pursue or even
attempt to pursue any other activities.

Mr, Ba:on. Let me show vou the document that we will
mark Weatherby Exhibit 4, which is an excerpt f:om a cable

from the Spanish-speaking case officer iocated Uwhose

name appears in the I.G. report at page 85, éresumably back
to headguarters issued on August 17, 1962.
{The document referred to was
marked Weatherby Exhibit No. 4

for identification.)

§2202448 Page 64
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{Pause)

Mr. Weatherby. I have read that.

Mr. Baron. Do you‘recall learning from this CIA case
officer that such a cable was sent? -

Mr. Weatherby. I am sure I knew at that time, or was
informed about the content of that cable, and perhaps the
discussions that the Spanish-speaking case officer had with
AMLASH. I may have not been at the meeting -as §2ey cenducted
it in Spanish, and I do beliéve they had several meetings in
which I was not in. attendance. Of that I am ﬁot certain.

Mr. Baron. Do you have a general recollection of AMLASH
making statements or behéving in such a way to indicate that
he "could or might try to carry out on his own initiative"

a "physical elimination mission"?

AMr. Weatherby. He may have continued £o discuss it, but
I didn't feel that he réally meant what he said.

Mr. Baron. Would he have been diséuséing a physical
elimination mission against Castro?

Mr. VWeatherby. With thié Spaniéh-speakinq case officer?

Mr. Baron. Yes, or in the content df these general
meetings?

Mr. Weatherby. He could have been. That I don't recall
precisely. It is one thing to have é man perhaps thinking or

expressing feelings in these terms, and you are never sure

when you have put that aside.

PZ?UZééB Page 63
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Mr. Baron. Was AMLASH being assessed during this period
of time as a potential asset for involvement in any way in
any kind of an assassination mission against Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not by us.

Mr. Baron. Would you consider the initiation of a coup
by means of eliminatding the leadership of Cuba an éssassination
attempt?

(Pause) N -=

‘Mr. Weatherby. I would think that.anytime you attempted -4
well, would you state the question again, please? |

Mr. Baron. Would you read the question back, please?

(The.reportef read back prior question.) |

Mr. Weatherby. By the elimination of the --

Mr. Baron. In othér words, do you draw a distinction
in your mind when you use the word “"assassination" betweeﬁ
tcilling an individual political leader out of any motive on
the one hand, -and on the other hand attempting to kill a
political leader or a circle of political leaders as a means
of initiating a coup to overthrow an entire governmental

* regime?

Mr. Weatherby. I think‘that would be assassination in
any case 1f you target it against the individuals.

That's something that bears thought. I mean, if you blew

up a building, for example, to cause a distraction, and people

3ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁl%ﬁ%etafre’ I don't consider that an assassination.




gsh 25

Phone {Area 202) 544-6000

WARD & PALL,

Paaraa W
¥ .

410 First Street, 5.E., Washinglan, D.C. 20003

HW 50933

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

| 19
20
21
22
23
24

25
Docld

PRI

TOP SECRET 64

Mr. Baron. Was any thought given during the period of
your_involvement with Project AMLASH to utilizing AMLASH £o
initiate a coup by any means?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, certainly not by assassination. But
if he could overthrow the government, or take poﬁer, or divide
it, that of course was an objective.

Mr. Baron. If he could have done, if he could have
accomplished that objective by means of physzcafaélimination
of leadership of Cuba, that would not have been objectionable
to you and to others in Task Force W involved in Project
AMLASH at that point, would it?

Mr. Weatherby. I really can't answer that question. I
don't know what they think and I --

.Mr. Baron. Speaking for yourself_then, would it have been
an objectionable‘meansi—-

Mr. Weatherby. To me it would have been.

Mr. Baron. -- to overthrow the government?

Mr. Weatherby. To me it would have been.

Mr. Baron. Are you personally opposed as a matter of

* morality to assassinations?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely.

Mr. Baron. Why?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't believe in taking human life,

period in that manner. If you are in a fire fight, or somebody

32bBsslpookdpgeat you and you are shcoting at them, then that's
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g
b 1
3 a different story. In other words, I draw a distinction between
g 2
g assassination of an individual, individuals, and those who
< 3
g lose their life in a battlefield, whether it is in a building
& 4
or on a battlefield.
5 .
Mr. Baron. What about killing the sentry who is gquarding
6
the door to the palace?
7
Mr. Weatherby. Well, that's --
8 - _
Mr. Baron. As a means of initiating an attack.
9
Mr. Weatherby. That's sort of like asking me when I
10
stopped beating my wife, sir. I would rather not comment on
11
that.
4 12 ,
2 Mr. Baron. I am simply trying to point out that or to
p 13
o ask you whether there is not some middle ground between a
=«
z 14
combat situation and an individual murder where it might have
15
been acceptable tc you at the time for our government to be
16 )
involved in targeted elimination of political leaders in
17
a regime that we found unacceptable. ) -7
18
Mr. Weatherby. I had not really thought about that, and
19
g it is a rather philosophical question, sir.
o 20 .
a Mr. Baron. All right. Enough philosophy.
g 21
g Let me show you an excerpt from a cable of August 18th
§ 22 : .
g from CIA headquarters to presumably the Spanish-speaking case
@
N 23
( ¢ officer that sent a cable to headquarters on August 17th.
- wi
13 24
i We will mark this Weatherby Exhibit 5 and reflect that
o
5 25 . .
HY 50955 Docldi32elzampapdie et page 85 in the I.G. report.
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(The document referred to
. was marked Weatherby Exhibit

No. 5 for identification.)
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Mr. Baron. Can you tell me first whether you have an
independent recollection of such a directive reaching you
in Paris; namely, a directly "strongly concur that no physical
elimination missions be given AMLASH"?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, I can believe this as an exhibit.

Mr., Baron. In other words it is credible to you but

vou don't have any independent recollection of receiving such

a directive?

Mr. Weatherby. No. But it is within keeping with my
directions at all times, so, therefore, it seems to be
perfectly logical.

Mr. Baron. Why would such a directive have been sent at
that point? |

.Mr. Weatherby. Probably only to reinforce a case officer's
judgement in the‘field that he's not about to condone such
activity, and they are going on record, as iﬁ the bureaucracy,
saying you are absolutely right.

Mr. Baron. Can you tell me of any significant developments
in Project AMLASH that occurred between the time gf these

* meetings in August of 1962 and your departure from Project

AMLASH in late 19637 |

Mr. Weatherby. Well, we had éttempted cn a number of
occasions to get him to come out again and talk to him and

see what he had acconmplished. He had a S.W. system, as I

3ohasidsl spfiiddgwasn’t very successful in communications, and then
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we learned that he was coming out to Porto Alegre in Brazil,
and we made afrangements to visit with him.

That's the other AMLASH case officer and myself.

Mr. Baron. What transpired when you met with AMLASH in
Porto Aleqgre?

Mr. Weatherby. That was essentially a turnover meeting.
We met- him and he was debriefed in a safe house by the other
case officer in Spanish, and I was posted as“a 1dokout, and
did noﬁ actually participate in the substance of the discussiond.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall that AMLASHE was told to assist
a Cuban military officer who operated under the cryptonym of
AMTRUNK 10 in intelligence assignments for the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall that. That may be after
the turnover. I am not sure.

Mr. Baron. :Do you recéli -

Mr. Weatherby. I certainly didn't.

Mr. Baron. -- the nature of any assignments given to
AMTRUNK 107

Mr. Weatherby. No, I don't.

Mr. Baron. How soon after this meeting in Porto Aleqgre
did you leave Project AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, normally when yvou turn the case over
you leave it immediately, for compartmentation's sake. I

believe I may have heard or seen Tepedino once or twice after

39909 es. PGt Bt would be the termination of my portion of the
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Mr. Baron. Were you present at any further meetings in
Paris with AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. No: sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall briefing thé succeeding AMLASH
case officer at the time that he took over?

Mr. Weatherby. I had to have.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall briefing him on AMLASH's

propensity for assassination?

-

Mr. Weatherby. His propensity to discuss it, I am sure,
was common knowledge.

Mr. Baron. But-not his propensity for carrying out the
‘act itself?

Mr. Weatherby. Correct.

Mr. Baron. Did you mention to the new case officer
AMLASH'Q; AMLASH's willingness to carry out such an act?

Mr. Weatherby. I would never -- I don't recall having
mentioned that precisely, but I would not ﬁave said his
willingness, but his tendency to talk about it, because I
personally didn't belie&e that the man ever really meant to
do that physically.

ﬁr. Baron. Were you aware of any meetings that took place
in October of 1963 at which Desmond FitzGerald met AMLASH
in Paris at Red Stent's house and.discussed the kind of
support that AMLASH could expect from the United States

government?
52202448 Page 72
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Mr. Weatherby. I knew he went because it was very
soon after, I think, I had last seen him but I wasn't invited
for any operational guiéance bu. then.

Mr. Baron. You weren't invited to brief FitzGerald at
that point?

Mr. Weatherby. T don't recall. I may have briefed him
or talked to him with the other AMLASH case officer.about the
man, what kind of an animal he was -- can wewstrike that?
What kind of a man he was, and maybe so. And of course his
idiosyncra;ies; that's normal procedure.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall any discussion with anyone at
CIA at that point about the need to meet AMLASH's requést
for assurances that a high U.S. official was willing to
stand behind his operations in Cuba, preferably Fobert PF.
Kennédy?

Mr. Weatherby. I heard, probably without invitation,
or by the by that FitzGerald would go over there, but I gidn't
know the details. I knew -- i

Mr. Baron. Did you know that FitzGerald would go over
there to make a representation to AMLASH that people higher
in the government than FitzGerald would stand behind AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, I remember that. To the best of

.my knowledge -- I don't remember who he represented, but during

the trip obviously he was preparing for it and --

Mr. Baron. Do vou remember Richard Helms heing involved

32202448 Page T3
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in any of those discussions prior to FitzGerald's trip to
Paris? .

Mr. Weatherby. Not specifically. He may have been.

Mr. Baron. And do you recall any contact with Robert
Kennedy between the time that this assurance was requested
by AMLASH and the time that FitzGerald went to Paris?

Mr. Weatherby. I have no direct knowledge of that.

Mr. Baron. Do you have any recolléctio; of“any contact
between anyone and Task Force W and Robert Kennedy?

Mr. Weatherby. Oh, I think Mr. Harvey had seen him. I
am sure they did. I simply don't know for a fact.

Mr. Baron. You don't remember any specific instances
where Robert-Kennedy met face to face with members of Task
Forée W or called them on the phone or received phone calls
from them in relation to Project AMLASH? |

Mr. Weatherby. WNot in direct relation to that, no. I
knew they were obviously interested iﬁ the whole program,
but again, I wasn't at that level.

Mr. Baron. Did you héve any sense of the closeness of

- the relationship setwéen Robert Kennedy and Desmond FitzGerald?

Mr. Weatherby. o, sir.

Mr. Baron. Did you have a sense of the kind of relationshi
that existed between Robert Kennedy and William Harvey?

Mr. Weatherby. HNo, except I think it was common knowledge

P - hepat tpéi-;%si‘c_;' t the best.

P
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Mr. Baron. Did you have any sense of the relationship
that existed between Rokert Kenﬁedy and Richard Helms?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you-have-any recollection of drops into
Cuba of caches of arms intended for AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Wo, sirﬂ

Mr. Baron. Do you recall any planning for such drops
or even the discussion of such drops? -

Mr. Weatherby. I.may have heard it. I -didn't participate
and I don't know any details,.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall any discussion 6f dropping arms
to AMLASH or people associated with him during your period
of operational control of the AMLASH Project?

.Mr., Weatherby. HNo. It may well have been discussed at
that pdint, but pothing during my tenure was ever deone like
that. The man didn't coﬁmuﬁicate. It wouldd be pretty hard
to drop anything to him at that point.

Mr. Baron. What do you mean by the fact that he wasn't
communicating?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, as I said earlier, there were
great periods when the mén, we didn't know really what he
was doing. We heard second-hand or they had seen him here or

there, and he was well and healthy and so forth, but he

wouldn't communicate with us. It's just simply not, it's not

srdormstoraensider going any further in the development of
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assistance to a person with whom we can't communicate, during
my time. Remember, after we saw him in Paris it was essentially
nothing of significance until we finally found out the man
was going to come out. |
- That was one of the frustrations of thelcase, that the
man wouldn't communicate.

Mr. Baron. Going to come out to where?

Mr. Weatherby. To Porto Alegre. )

Mr. Baron. Do you have any knowledge from any source
about the development of a pin containing a hypodermic syringe
capable of admihistering poison?

Mr. Weatﬁerby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. You don't recall the development of suéh a
device in relation to the AMLASH case?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I don't.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall discussions with the "Technical
Services Division or the Office of Medical Services about
developing any devices capable of, you know, eliminating an
individual Cuban leader?

Mr. Weatherby. No.

Mr. Baron. If I told you that a ballpoint pen was developé
at the CIA which contained a hypodermic syring and was capable
of administering a lethal poison, énd that such a device was

offered to AMIASH at a point subsequent to your involvement

309 a4 a0 Wit would you make of it?
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Mr. Weatherby. I wouldn't think it was accurate. T
really don't know.
Mr. Baron. Would it strike you that either the story
is inaccurate, or if it is accurate, that such device would
clearly be designed for offensive use against some individual?
Mr. Weatherby. May I have that question again?
(The reporter read back the prior question.)
er. Weatherby. Well, I have no knowledée of.it. I think
it is probably ‘inaccurate. However, if it were accurate,_
use the conjectural, then obviously it must be used perhaps
in the manner which you describe.

Mr. Baron. Wouldn't it seem unlikely to you that that

" kind of device would be designed as a self-defense Qeapon?

.Mr. Weatherby. I don't know. I really, I don't, I am
not getting the train of your gquestioning now.

Mr. Baron. I am simply asking in the abstract your
opinion as, in effect, an expert, as a case officer with
some operational experience, wouldn't such a device be next
to useless as a self-defense weapon?

Mr. Weatherby. MNo, I don't think so. HNo different than
mace.

Mr. Baron. Except that this device obviously can only
be used --

Mr. Weatherby. Once.

szzozasdifpadedayFen. Once.
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( $ 1 .
.. = Mr. Weatherby. So can mace.
Y
& 2
& Mr. Baron. In a tight spot.
Z 3
. Mr. Weatherby. Yeah.
g 4
Mr. Baron. Where there could be more than one, you know,
5
person involved.
6
Mr. Weatherby. Yeah. That's such a hypothetical question
7
that it's difficult to answer. You know, if I were talking
8 K =z
to you and you were a Russian case officer, and T said I
o .
am not going to do something, and you decided that you were
10 .
going to turn me in, all I can do is get rid of you and leave.
11 . .
If, on the other hand, in a cast of thousands it would not
( y 12
3 be worth a whole hell of a lot.
- 13
: Mr. Baron. If somebody were asking you for a self-defense
>4
£
14 . . . .
5 weapon, would you supply them with this kind of a device that
15 I have described?
16 Mr. Weatherby. ©Oh, I would have to think about that.
17 That's fairly -- that would depend entirely on the circumstances.
18 Mr. Baron. After you left Project AMLASH, what was
g 19 the nature of the other projécts that your pursued on Task
S
d 20 |l Force w2
3 21
& Mr. Weatherby. I would have to go back on the record on
2 22 that but I would say it was classical FI defections, counter-
B |
(% intelligence basically.
i /
g 24 Mr. Baron. Were you associated with any aspect, other
[=]
N 50955 nu§213zbh@nndntﬂ&iigence collection, of planning for a coup against
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Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you .recall from your experience on Task
Force W plans for or discussions of the supply of weapons
to Cuban dissidents at that point?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, 'it's a matter of record that it
was done or attempted, but I had nothing to do with the
direct planning, and I have no knowledge of ﬁhe.pianning or
execution as such.

Mr. Baron. Did you have any contact with a .man named
Artime?

Mr. Weatherby. HNo, sir.

Mr. Baron. Did you know him?

‘Mr. Weatherby. I knew who he was but I did not know

him.

Mr. Baron. Who was he?

Mr. Weatherby. He was a Cuban exile leader.

Mr. Baron. Do you know Howard Hunt?

Mr. Weatherby. I know of Howard Hunt. I never met Howard
Hunt.

Mr. Baron. Did you have any contact in any way with Howard

Hunt in relation to your service on Task Force W?
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
Mr. Baron. Throughout the course of this discussion,

when we haveupeen referring to Task Force W, it is clear in
2202448  Page
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your mind that tﬁat would also-covér.any references fo SAS,
which was the same organization as Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. Ab;olutely.\'I am not interested ‘in
subterfuge. |

Mr. Baron. Okay. In your intelligence collection
operations on Task Force W or the SAS staff, did you make
any use éf members of the gambling syndicate in Havana?

Mr. Weatherby. Mo, sir.

Mr. Baron. Were you ever made aware of CIA—;ontact with
menbers of the gambling syndicafe that ran gémbling operations
in Cuba for the purpose of intelligenée gathering?

_Mf. Weatherby. MNo, sir.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of any contact with gambling
syndicate members?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. -And does that include gambling syndicate-

figures in the United States who may hawe had an interest in

|

Cuba?
Mr.-Weatherby. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Did you visit the J.M. WAVE station in
Miami as a fart of your activities on Task Force W or SAS?
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
Mr. Baron. You never visited the J.M. WAVE station?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

My . Baron. That's correct?

32202448 Page 30
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Mr. Weatherby. No.

Mri Baron. Are yoy saying that =--

Mr. Weatherby. That's two separate questions you asked
me. The answer on the first one was no, sir, and the answer
to the second one was no, sir.

Mr. Baron. All of which goes to indicate that you never
visited the J.M. WAVE station at any point?

Mr. Weatherby. During my attachment to”the“Cuban Taslk
Force, that is correct.

Mr. Baron. Did you visit it at some other point, that
is?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. Is that correct?

‘Mr. Weatherhy. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. When was that?

Mr. Weathergy. That was about 1967.

Mr. Barén. In connection with what kind of operation?

Mr. Weatherby. That was procurement of an aircraft.

Mr. Baron. ‘For use where?

Mr. Weatherby. For use —-- are we on the record?

Mr. Baron. Yes,

Mr. Weatherby. Tor use in the Congo.

S

Mr. Baron. I simply have one more procedural matter to

mention to vyou.

2 L
Are J.0y, aware that since the time Senator Morgan left
Pade 81
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the room that you were under no obligation to stay here and
continue your testimony?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely.

Mr. Baron. But did you voiuntarily stay and continue
to testify?

-VMr. Weatﬂerby. Yes, sir. Absolutely. I will stay as

long as you wish.

Mr. Daron. Okay. I think I haye no fu;thef questions.

Is there anything else that you wéuld like to say or
to add to the record to put our discussion here today into
context?

Mr. Weatherby. I think not.

Mr. Baron. All right. Thank you very much. You have
been extremely cooperative and informative.

Mr. Weatherby. Pleasure.
(WThereupon, at 4:45 o'clock p.m., the hearing in the above-

mentioned matter was adjourned.)
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1 August , 1975 1 testified before Senator
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